
Reference framework for development partnerships 
in the agri-food sector
The following criteria must be observed

*These criteria complement the internationally agreed standards as well as the rules, 
  regulations and safeguards of the German implementing agencies.
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Respect of 
Human Rights  

Participating companies respect human 
rights in accordance with the UN 
Guiding Principles on Business and 
Human Rights. To this end, the establish-
ment of a human rights risk manage-
ment system in accordance with OECD 
Due Diligence Guidance is recommen-
ded.  

Respect of 
Human Rights 

Projects support adaptation to climate 
change. Innovative measures that 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions from 
agriculture are encouraged.  

Adaptation to 
Climate Change 

All projects promote the use of fertili-
sers for a balanced supply of nutrients 
and long-term preservation of soil 
fertility. They take into account local 
climate, soil conditions, and speci�c 
crop requirements. Organic fertilisers 
and nutrient recycling methods are 
preferred.  

Responsible 
Fertilisation  

Projects promote sustainable crop 
protection strategies based on the 
principles of Integrated Pest Manage-
ment (IPM). Project partners commit to 
complying with the FAO/WHO Internatio-
nal Code of Conduct on Pesticide 
Management. For the procurement of 
pesticides, the rules and regulations of 
the German implementing agencies 
apply.

Sustainable 
Crop Protection

Smallholders have access to improved 
crop varieties. Projects support the 
sustainable use of genetic resources, 
and recognize the right to protect 
traditional knowledge. The right of 
smallholders to propagate, store, use, 
exchange, and sell seeds is respected. 
Projects do not promote the use of 
genetically modi�ed seeds. 

Improved 
Crop Varieties

The farmers decide freely about their 
inputs for production. Project partners 
provide fair and transparent advice and 
do not give recommendations that are 
limited to the use of their own 
products.  

Freedom 
of Choice  

The core labour standards of the 
International Labour Organization (ILO) 
apply to all projects, including freedom 
of association, the right to collective 
bargaining as well as the elimination of 
forced labour, child labour and discrimi-
nation in the workplace.

Respect of 
Workers’ Rights

Projects promote agricultural busines-
ses and farmer-based organisations. 
They strengthen the important role of 
women in agriculture.

Empowerment of 
Farmers Organisations 

Agricultural products and manufactu-
ring processes comply with internatio-
nally recognized food safety standards.

Food 
Safety 

Projects contribute to local food security 
and promote the production and 
consumption of healthy and nutritious 
food. Projects with a negative impact on 
food security are not supported.

Food and 
Nutrition Security

Only ecologically, socially, and economically 
sustainable projects that comply with a 
human rights-based approach are suppor-
ted. Sustainable agriculture minimizes water 
and soil pollution as well as improves soil 
fertility.

Sustainable Production 
and Processing 
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